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Francis Delacey, Publisher of the Gold Creek Optimist, 
Eulogizes the Late Reverend Burden
by Robert Cooperman
“Dear friends, 
we have gathered 
to remember a saint 
who made us richer 
with the generosity 
of his spirit,
“who’d want us 
to rise
from the ashes 
of our grief 
and live wealthy 
in his remembrance.
“Before he came to us, 
we were swine rooting 
for the yellow toadstools 
we mistook for sustenance.
“He threw ropes 
of redemption 
to us all,
teaching God’s gold 
is the true treasure.
He lifted fallen women 
from their fleshly wallows, 
and gave the currency 
of Heaven to men 
who stretched out hands 
in direst need.
“Oh, we shall miss 
this marvelous man 
of God. Amen!”
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